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Mission Statement

The mission of the Clinton County Farmers’ Market is to create a vibrant, welcoming marketplace that connects
our community with high-quality, locally grown and handcrafted products. We strive to support local farmers,
producers, and artisans by providing direct-to-consumer opportunities, while offering residents and visitors
access to fresh, affordable goods. Through this shared space, we foster community connection and promote the
nutritional, environmental, and economic benefits of buying local.

Who Can Be a Vendor

A vendor is any individual approved to participate at the Clinton County Farmers Market. Vendors must be from
Clinton County or adjacent counties.
e Grower vendors produce their own goods (produce, plants, eggs, honey, etc.), with at least 90% grown
by them.
e Maker vendors may sell baked goods, homemade foods or products, homegrown flowers, crafts, and
similar items, with at least 90% made by their business.

What Can Be Sold

1.

Vendors must sell only those products which they themselves have grown or produced. All produce or products
sold at the Clinton County Farmers Market must come from Clinton County and/or the immediately adjacent
counties. No resale of grocery/warehouse or auction-purchased produce or products purchased from a retail or
warehouse store or auction will be permitted.

Vendors will be allowed to sell a percentage (not greater than 10%) of produce or products produced by others
from Clinton County and the immediately adjacent counties - but ONLY with prior approval of the Market
Management. This applies to ALL items and vendors.
a. Allitems NOT grown/produced/made by the Vendor must be labeled with the specific producer’s name,
address, and phone number and meet all labeling requirements when applicable.
b. If not labeled, the vendor will NOT be allowed to sell the product at the Market.

Produce and non-produce items that are permitted include home grown produce (vegetables and fruits),
bedding plants, potted or fresh/dried herbs, flowering plants including dried or fresh flowers, honey and honey
products, homemade jams and jellies, maple syrup, meat products such as poultry, beef, lamb, pork; eggs,
homemade baked goods/candies, homemade dog/cat treats, and cottage crafts. Unique non-food items will be
considered for sale only upon approval of the Clinton County Farmers Market Management.

Any produce that is being sold and not “freshly harvested” but held over from a previous season must be
labeled as such. Example: “Harvested in 2024”

Market Management reserves the right to and will schedule regular visits/inspections to all sites of production in
order to assure compliance with Market rules.

Any vendor not following these rules can be expelled from the Market at the discretion of the Clinton County
Farmers Market Management.



Market Operation

The Market operates outdoors on Saturdays from May 30 through October 3, 2026. Dates and location
adjustments may occur due to construction, weather, or special events. Vendors will be notified in advance
whenever possible.

Market hours are 8:30 AM to Noon. Vendors must be set up and ready to begin sales by 8:15 AM. Early packing
up of vendor booths is strictly prohibited without prior approval. Repeat offenders may be asked not to return
to the Market.

Absences must be communicated in advance. Vendors who are unable to attend are to contact the Manager as
soon as possible preferably by text or a phone call.

Membership and Fees

To acquire a membership for the Clinton County Farmers Market, interested vendors shall complete a
Membership Application Form (See attached). Members must be from Clinton County and adjacent counties to
Clinton County (Highland, Brown, Warren, Fayette, Clermont, and Greene).

Participation in the Clinton County Farmers Market is not permitted without completed application approval,
required documentation, and payment arrangements made with Market Management. Vendors will be notified
once their application has been reviewed and approved. Market Management may conduct an on-site visit prior
to final acceptance when applicable.

Fees are non-refundable and must be paid prior to the start of the market season unless other arrangements
have been approved by market management. Vendors should submit their application and wait for approval
before arranging payment. There will be a $30 charge for any returned checks. Fees are structured in a tier
priced system:

o $100 = Full season (19 Saturdays for 2026 Season)

o $50 = Half season (9 Saturdays for 2026 Season) *

o $15 = Single Saturday set up *

o $5 = Kids Market Single set up

* = must coordinate dates with manager prior to Market day

Reserved vendor spaces will be used for the 2026 season. Spaces will be arranged throughout the Market to
create a balanced and accessible layout. Assignments may shift due to special events or other needs, and
vendors will be notified ahead of time whenever possible. Each space accommodates a standard 10x10 tent,
with room for vehicles or trailers as needed. The Market does not guarantee exclusive rights to sell any specific
product.

Market Management reserves the right to refuse any application. Vendors not permitted include but are not
limited to:
o Catalog sales, independent consultants, MLM groups
Political organizations/groups/campaigning individuals
Petitions and survey takers
Insurance agents or financial advisors
Sales of alcoholic beverages or other age restricted products

o O O O O

Any product or service that Market Management does not see as a good fit for the Market.



Vendor Responsibilities

1. Vendors are strongly encouraged to carry general liability insurance. While insurance is no longer required for
participation in the Clinton County Farmers Market, vendors are responsible for their own products, setup, and
any incidents that may occur within their space. Affordable coverage options are available for vendors who do
not already carry insurance, such as short-term or event-based policies (such as ACT Insurance), coverage
through a farm policy, homeowners policy (for some cottage food producers), or through affiliated organizations
such as guilds or associations. The Clinton County Farmers Market and Energize Clinton County assume no
liability for vendor products, activities, damages, or incidents.

2. Vendors must maintain and keep current all licenses and permits required by the State of Ohio. Vendors who
carry general liability insurance are encouraged to keep their policies current. Provide copies of all licenses,
permits, and or applicable insurance to Market Management at the time of the membership application or upon
renewal.

3. Vendors will supply their own tent/canopy (10x10), chairs and tables. Vendors are to ensure their canopy/tents
are secure by anchoring all four corners regardless of the weather.

4. Vendors are required to clean up their space when they are finished for the day. Vendors who consistently do not
clean up their space will not be permitted to return to sell at the Market for the remainder of the season.
Vendors are responsible for removal of all refuse such as vegetable scraps, husks, silk, signs, containers, etc.

5. Electricity is not supplied by the Market. It is the responsibility for vendors who need electricity to provide their
own small generator. Generators must be quiet, well-maintained, and not disrupt neighboring vendors.

6. Vendors are responsible for setting their own prices and must display all pricing clearly in writing. Pricing should
be fair and considerate of fellow vendors. Practices that significantly undercut others may be addressed by
Market Management if they negatively impact the overall market environment.

7. Food products must adhere to licenses and permits as required. All home-produced food products must be
labeled in accordance with ODA regulations. If you have questions, please contact the Clinton County Health
Department.

a. Cottage Foods: Permitted foods are non-potentially hazardous bakery products (such as cookies, breads,
brownies, cakes, fruit pies, etc.); candy (including no-bake cookies, chocolate covered pretzels or similar
chocolate covered non-perishable items, jams; jellies; fruit butters; granola (including granola bars and
granola bars dipped in candy; if fruit used must be commercially dried); popcorn (including flavored
popcorn, kettle corn, popcorn balls, caramel corn, but does not include un-popped popping corn);
unfilled baked donuts; waffle cones; pizzelles; dry cereal and nut snack mixes with seasonings; roasted
coffee (coffee may be whole beans or ground); dry baking mixes (for making items such as breads and
cookies); dry herbs and dry herb blends; dry seasoning blends (such as dry barbecue rubs and seafood
boils); dry tea blends; flavored honey made by a beekeeper exempt under ORC 3715.012; fruit chutney;
maple sugar made by a processor of tree syrup exempt under ORC 3715.012; and dry soup mixes
containing commercially dried vegetables, beans, grains, and seasoning. ODA regulations related to
Cottage foods and labeling requirements can be found at:
https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/food-safety/resources/cottage-food

b. Home Bakery Foods: A "Home Bakery" is permitted to manufacture non-potentially hazardous bakery
products (such as cookies, breads, brownies, cakes, fruit pies, etc.), and potentially hazardous bakery


https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/food-safety/resources/cottage-food

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

products (such as cheese cakes, cream pies, custard pies, pumpkin pies, etc.) which require refrigeration.
Potentially hazardous food means the food requires temperature control, because it is in a form capable
of supporting the rapid and progressive growth of infectious or toxigenic microorganisms. ODA
regulations related to Home Bakery foods and labeling requirements can be found at:
https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/food-safety/resources/home-bakery

All vendors selling meat, eggs, home bakery goods or vendors with food trucks must show proof to Market
Management of appropriate licenses or certifications from their County Health Department and/or Department
of Agriculture. Such as: Retail Food Establishment License (CCHD), Small Egg Producer-Certification of
Registration (ODA & CCHD), Home Bakery License (CCHD).

Produce growers selling products labeled or reported to be “ORGANIC”, must be in compliance with the National
Organic Program. Contact the Clinton County Extension Office at 937-382-0901 for Organic certification
information. Organic certifications are to be displayed at the vendor’s booth.

Vendors are expected to sell only quality goods. Market staff may, at any time, inspect a vendor’s stand and
products. If goods are of low grade, Market Management may prohibit the sale of these goods.

Vendors using scale sales: Weights and Measures, i.e. scales, need to be certified by the Clinton County Auditor
Weights and Measures office. Contact the Auditor’s office in Clinton County at 937-382-2250 for information on
the type of scale needed prior to purchase of a scale. A copy of the annual Scale Test Report must be provided
with your membership application or at time of renewal.

Taxation / Vendors license requirements: If you sell a product on which sales tax is collected, you are required to
obtain a vendor’s license. A copy of the certificate of registration from the ODT must be provided with your
membership application. For information contact the Ohio Department of Taxation (ODT) at 1-888-405-4089 or
Ohio Department of Taxation website: https://www.tax.ohio.gov

All edible products must be displayed off the ground a minimum of 12 inches for sanitary purposes. All
perishable products must be safely stored as outlined by the food safety regulations. (OAC 901:3-6 Farm Markets
and Auctions (J): Except for whole and intact raw agricultural products, foods shall not be displayed or stored on
the ground.)

Each approved vendor will receive a sign for display at their booth from the Market Management. Signs will
include the name of the vendor, farm or business name, and address (city & state). Members must display their
signs from the Market administration at their booth as proof of membership. Additional signs will be provided to
vendors who accept WIC, SNAP, or COA senior farm Market vouchers which are to be posted at each Market.

Violation of any of the above Clinton County Farmers Market Rules and Regulations may cause forfeiture of the
right to continue as a Market participant. For more information on Rule Violations, see Attachment 1 in this
packet.

Vendors agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Clinton County Farmers Market and Energize Clinton County
from any claims, damages, or liabilities arising from their participation.
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Market Staff Responsibilities

1. The Market management staff will maintain open communications with the vendors.

2. The Market staff will be present at each Market to open the Market space, place signage, and be available to
answer questions and address concerns from patrons and vendors.

3. The Market staff will enforce the Clinton County Farmers Market Rules and Regulations in a fair and unbiased
manner.

4. The Market staff will provide marketing of the Market and planned events to promote and encourage increased
attendance to the Market.

5. The Market staff will follow the outlined established violation policy when there are complaints filed against a
vendor.

6. The Market management will schedule vendor meetings to seek input from current vendors and share
information for the upcoming Market season.

Health-Related Policies
These guidelines will be updated as needed.

e Vendors and staff must stay home if ill and follow hygiene and safety recommendations.

e Hand sanitation, clean surfaces, and proper food handling are required.

o Market staff, volunteers, or vendors who appear to be ill upon arrival to the Market or become sick
during the Market will be sent home immediately.
Sampling is allowed only in individual containers.
On-site food preparation demonstrations will be allowed with any sampling being offered in individual
containers. These demonstrations must be approved by the Market Management.

Customer Payment Methods

1. All vendors will accept cash and should have adequate monies on hand for making change.

2. Vendors are encouraged to have their own form of electronic payment system to accept credit or debit cards
(Square is the recommended platform).

3. The Market will provide for other forms of payment by customers such as use of credit/debit, SNAP benefits,
acceptance of WIC and COA Farmers Market vouchers.

a. EBT - Electronic Benefit Transfer
i.  The Clinton County Farmers Market will continue its “Electronic Benefits Transfer” (EBT) program
for the 2026 Market season. The EBT program allows the Market to accept food assistance (food
stamp) benefits as cash for applicable fresh food items.
ii. Patrons who have been issued an EBT card will be able to purchase $1 tokens which will act as
cash to purchase applicable items from authorized vendors at the Clinton County Farmers
Market.



Vi.

Vii.

Participation in the EBT program is encouraged, but not mandatory for applicable vendors
(non-food or hot food vendors are ineligible).

Any vendor who wants to be a part of the program is required to attend MANDATORY training
before the start of the Market season annually.

Vendors who do not attend this training and or who do not accept the agreements of the
program will NOT be allowed to accept food assistance benefits in exchange for their products.
The EBT program will be strictly and carefully monitored at all times by the Market
administration. The Market administration reserves the right to immediately suspend or
terminate any vendor if the staff observes or receives evidence of failure to abide by any of the
EBT program agreements.

Vendors will return tokens and appropriate paperwork to the Market Management and will be
reimbursed for the token value approximately every two weeks.

Credit/Debit Card

The Clinton County Farmers Market will continue to accept credit/debit cards for the 2026
season. Patrons who wish to use their credit/debit card will be able to purchase $1 or $5 tokens
which will act as cash to purchase items from authorized vendors at the Clinton County Farmers
Market.

Any vendor who wants to accept credit/debit tokens through the Market must attend
mandatory training (held with the EBT training) before the start of the Market.

WIC Farmers Market Vouchers

The Clinton County Farmers Market will continue to participate with the WIC program accepting
WIC Farmers Market vouchers.

Only vendors who sell eligible produce may accept WIC tokens. Training will be required and any
vendor who wants to participate will be required to attend training.

COA Senior Farmers Market Vouchers

The Clinton County Farmers Market will continue to participate with the Southwest Ohio COA
Senior Farmers Market voucher program.

Only vendors who sell eligible produce and honey may accept Senior Vouchers. Training will be
required and any vendor who participates will be required to attend the training.

Special Programming Tokens

Kids Club tokens (gold plastic coin) and Senior tokens (green plastic coin) will be provided to kids
and seniors eligible to participate in the special programming provided by the Market.

Kids Club tokens may be used to purchase produce only. Senior tokens may be used to purchase
produce, meat, and honey only.

Other special programming may be introduced during the season. Special programming training
will be required and any vendor who wishes to participate must attend.

Vendor Reimbursement

Vendors must return all tokens and appropriate paperwork to the Market Manager at the end of
each Market.

Reimbursement will be mailed approximately every two weeks by check.

Every dollar spent by customers will go directly to our vendors - neither Energize Clinton County
or the Clinton County Farmers Market will take a commission of sales.



Attachment 1 — Rule Violations

1. All violations concerning, but not limited to, the conduct, professionalism, appropriate licensing, and/or
individual product management of a vendor must be submitted in writing using the official form to the Market
Management of the Clinton County Farmers Market. All violations related to health code violations or licensing
will be immediately brought to the attention of the Clinton County Health Department. (See reporting form.)

2. All reported violations must be submitted within 48 hours of the specified rules violation to the Market
Management. Please submit via email: manager@clintoncountyfarmersmarket.com

3. No verbal submissions will be accepted or reviewed.
4. All grievances will be reviewed, and corrective actions will be administered within 7 days of the submission.

5. No more than ONE grievance can be submitted by a vendor against another vendor for a rule violation per
Market day.

6. All violations are cumulative within a given season; however, violations for different, unique infractions are not
cumulative towards punitive measures.

7. Allviolations will be expunged at the end of the season (with exception of indefinite suspensions and anytime
remaining on a 45-day suspension).

8. All correctly submitted grievances will be eligible for review by the Energize Clinton County Farmers Market
Committee, independent of the Market Management. It will be the Market Manager’s responsibility to notify the
committee anytime a grievance is submitted. It will be at the committee’s discretion to determine if an actual
infraction occurred.

% First Violation — Verbal review of the rules and regulations
% Second Violation — Written Warning

% Third Violation — 45-day suspension from the Market — to be carried over the
next calendar year/market season if not completed during the current calendar
year/current market season.

% Fourth Violation — Indefinite Suspension — vendor must appear before the
Farmers Market Committee for reinstatement.


mailto:manager@clintoncountyfarmersmarket.com

Report of Suspected Rule Violation Form

All submissions must be received within 48 hours of the suspected violation to be eligible for review.

Date of Report: Person Observing Violation:

Names of Additional Witnesses to Suspected Rule Violation:

Date of Violation: Vendor In Violation:

Please describe the observed suspected rule violation in detail. (Use back of page if additional space needed)

Please submit via email to: manager@clintoncountyfarmersmarket.com

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Received by Market Management: Date Received by Market Subcommittee:

Action Taken:
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Clinton County Farmers Market Membership Application Form — 2026 Season

Return completed application, including copies of your current licenses, certifications, and permits, ...and a copy of

insurance certificate page (if applicable) along with a check payable to “Energize Clinton County” and mail to: Clinton

County Farmers Market, P.O. Box 826, Wilmington, Ohio 45177

Name(s):

Farm/Business Name:

Farm/Business Address:

County:

Mailing address (if different from Farm/Business Address):

Preferred Contact Name/Number:

Additional Contact Name/Number:

Email: Additional Email:

Preferred method of contact - please circle:
Email Text Cell phone

Who should the Vendor Payment Check be written to:

Home phone

Circle One:
New Vendor Returning Vendor

Choose Package:

$100 = Full season (19 Saturdays for 2026 Season)
$50 = Half season (9 Saturdays for 2026 Season) *
$15 = Single Saturday set up *

$5 = Kids Market Single set up

o O O O

* Anticipated dates of participation:




List products you plan to bring to the Market:

List ANY products that you will be bringing to the Market NOT grown / produced by you:

Provide the name, address, and telephone number of the product’s producer:

EBT / CREDIT / DEBIT / WIC Vouchers / COA FM Senior Vouchers / Special Programming

Circle one: | want to be authorized to accept credit/debit tokens: YES NO

Circle one: | want to be authorized to accept EBT tokens: YES NO
Produce vendors only:

Circle one: | want to be authorized to accept WIC vouchers: YES NO
For produce & honey vendors only:

Circle one: | want to be authorized to accept COA FM senior vouchers: YES NO

Circle one: | want to be authorized to accept Special Market Programming Tokens: YES NO

All vendors who wish to accept tokens and vouchers will be provided with mandatory training. This training will be
arranged either in a group or with individual vendors. By signing this agreement, Vendor acknowledges that Vendor has
read and agrees to comply with the Clinton County Farmers Market Rules and Regulations and ...to satisfy all obligations
related to obtaining required certifications and licenses, and to understand insurance recommendations prior to
participating in the Market and consents to the enforcement of all rules outlined.

Retain a copy of the completed application for your records.

Signature: Date:

Signature: Date:




For Office Use Only

Date Application, Permits & Fee Rec’d:

Documents Received:

Application form:

Proof of licensure, certification, permits, and insurance attached to application as appropriate for vendor products:

¢ ODT Vendor Transient License or Certification of Registration for non food items:

e Retail Food Establishment License (CCHD):

* Small Egg Producer-Certification of Registration:

 Scale Test Report from County Auditor:

¢ Proof of Insurance (if applicable):

* Home Bakery License (CCHD):

¢ Organic Certification:

¢ Other:
New Membership Approved: New Vendor Notified of Acceptance:
Membership Package : Anticipated Start Date End date

Signed/Date: Date Vendor Notified:




	 
	Mission Statement 
	Who Can Be a Vendor 
	What Can Be Sold 
	Market Operation 
	Membership and Fees 
	Vendor Responsibilities 
	 
	Market Staff Responsibilities 
	Health-Related Policies 
	 
	Customer Payment Methods 
	a.​EBT – Electronic Benefit Transfer 
	b.​Credit/Debit Card 
	c.​WIC Farmers Market Vouchers 
	d.​COA Senior Farmers Market Vouchers 
	e.​Special Programming Tokens 
	f.​Vendor Reimbursement 

	Attachment 1 – Rule Violations 
	Report of Suspected Rule Violation Form 
	Clinton County Farmers Market Membership Application Form – 2026 Season 

